
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH15244 December 11, 2007 
Whereas, a steadfast community in Nueces 

County, the residents of Robstown have in-
cluded legendary National Football League 
Hall of Famer Gene Upshaw; Federal Judge 
Hilda Tagle; and numerous county, State, 
and Federally elected officials; 

Whereas Robstown has scheduled ‘‘Century 
of Celebration’’ festivities throughout 2007, 
beginning on January 1 and including a for-
mal celebration on June 1 and the Cottonfest 
festival in October; and 

Whereas Robstown’s contributions to the 
history of the United States include being 
the site of the first game of Texas Hold ’em 
poker: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives recognizes the 100th anniversary of 
Robstown, Texas, and commends all of the 
residents of Robstown and all other individ-
uals who call Robstown home. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Missouri (Mr. CLAY) and the gentleman 
from California (Mr. ISSA) each will 
control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Missouri. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Missouri? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, as a member 

of the House Committee on Oversight 
and Government Reform, I’m pleased 
to join my colleagues in the consider-
ation of H. Res. 785, which recognizes 
the 100th anniversary of Robstown, 
Texas. 

H. Res. 785, which was introduced by 
Representative SOLOMON P. ORTIZ on 
October 30, 2007, was reported from the 
oversight committee on November 8, 
2007, by a voice vote. This measure has 
been cosponsored by 53 Members. 

Known as the ‘‘Biggest Little Town 
in Texas,’’ Robstown is known for its 
international trade, oil and involve-
ment in the agriculture and cotton in-
dustries. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend my col-
league for the recognition of the 100th 
anniversary of this historic town, and I 
urge the swift passage of this bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I thank the 
gentleman from Missouri, and I join 
with him in urging the passage of this 
important commemorative piece of leg-
islation recognizing, as the gentleman 
said, the ‘‘Biggest Little Town in 
Texas,’’ on its 100th anniversary. 

Certainly Robstown, Texas, located 
in north central Nueces County, which 
was established in 1906 by a real estate 
developer from Iowa, says a great deal 
about the development of Texas and of 
the Texas-Mexican railroad connection 
from the Port of Laredo to the Port of 
Corpus Christi and along State High-
way 44. The sustainability of the small 
town both before, during and after the 
Industrial Revolution, throughout a 
period of development in Texas, took it 
from a State that was rural in every 

sense to a State today that is both 
filled with high-tech and with world 
headquarters. 

Mr. Speaker, I join with my col-
leagues in urging quick support and 
ratification of this bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, I yield as 
much time to my friend from Texas 
(Mr. ORTIZ) as he would like to con-
sume. 

Mr. ORTIZ. Mr. Speaker, let me 
thank Chairman CLAY and my good 
friend Mr. ISSA for bringing this bill to 
the floor, and I want today to con-
gratulate and honor the ‘‘Biggest Lit-
tle Town in Texas.’’ 

Robstown has been ‘‘Celebrating a 
Century’’ this year as the city turns 100 
years old. This centennial celebration 
and resolution are especially important 
to me because Robstown, a city of 
about 14,000 people, is my hometown. 

I was born and reared and raised 
there, attended the public schools 
there, and had my first job as a print-
er’s devil with the local newspaper, the 
Robstown RECORD. 

Cotton and vegetable farming played 
an important role in the history and 
economy of Robstown, named after 
prominent local leader Robert Driscoll. 

Robstown is a town where citizens 
are deeply committed to public service. 
We’ve sent sons and daughters to shape 
the history of local, State and Federal 
offices. They have all served in our 
military. They’ve distinguished them-
selves in military services. 

We’ve had county commissioners, 
sheriffs, district attorneys, district 
judges, Federal judges, State represent-
atives, and this proud Member of the 
Congress, who came out from this little 
town of 14,000 people. 

Robstown also has a great athletic 
tradition. Gene Upshaw, of the Na-
tional Football League and a great 
football star, came from this little 
town of Robstown. 

Humberto ‘‘Lefty’’ Barrera, bantam-
weight boxer on the historic 1960 Olym-
pic team who later earned an engineer-
ing degree at night school, also called 
Robstown ‘‘my hometown.’’ 

Kathryn Grandstaff, from Robstown, 
she married Bing Crosby, who we all 
know. 

Our students also excel in the class-
room, including the Robstown High 
School Cotton Pickers band, and they 
have achieved much in the fields of 
athletics and academics. 

All year long we have recognized the 
‘‘Century of Celebration,’’ which in-
cluded a formal celebration on June 1. 

One of the greatest traditions is the 
annual Cottonfest held in October. This 
year was the biggest ever event that 
we’ve had. We have live music, arts and 
crafts, a sports competition, cookoffs, 
contests, carnivals and historical ex-
hibits that provide something for ev-
eryone in the community. 

We also have so much to look for-
ward to as our town continues to grow. 
Robstown enters the 21st century at 

the crossroads of international trade 
due to its proximity to railroads, inter-
state highways, seaports and airports. 
It is the hub in that area. 

Robstown will serve as a hub by con-
necting major railway companies, the 
Texan-Mexican railway, Kansas City 
Southern and Union Pacific, with di-
rect links to Corpus Christi, Browns-
ville, Houston, San Antonio and La-
redo. 

Robstown is also home to the new 
county fairgrounds and an entertain-
ment venue. 

My hometown is the future home of 
an inland port, which will be the first 
such port in the United States, and the 
future home of an Army storage facil-
ity. 

And no trip to Robstown would be 
complete without a good filling your-
self up with south Texas’ best barbecue 
at Joe Cotten’s. Cotten’s is an iconic 
restaurant where many of you have 
joined me for lunch in south Texas 
style. It is where Presidential can-
didates, athletes, business people, cow-
boys, riders, astronauts, generals, ad-
mirals and other celebrities and thou-
sands of others, they even fly on their 
helicopters to eat at Joe Cotten’s. 

Robstown is the best of our commu-
nities in south Texas, friendly, family- 
oriented and proud of their history. 

It was in Robstown where my mother 
taught me my most important lesson: 
to always serve the community that 
gave you so many opportunities grow-
ing up. To whom much is given, much 
is expected. 

Please join me in honoring Robstown 
on the city’s 100th anniversary, and I 
join my friends Chairman CLAY and Mr. 
ISSA today for bringing this bill to the 
floor. 

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I yield back. 
Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, I urge all of 

my colleagues to join with the pride of 
Robstown, Texas (Mr. ORTIZ) and pass 
H. Res. 785. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Missouri (Mr. 
CLAY) that the House suspend the rules 
and agree to the resolution, H. Res. 785. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

TURRILL POST OFFICE BUILDING 

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 4009) to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 567 West Nepessing Street in 
Lapeer, Michigan, as the ‘‘Turrill Post 
Office Building’’. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 4009 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
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SECTION 1. TURRILL POST OFFICE BUILDING. 

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the 
United States Postal Service located at 567 
West Nepessing Street in Lapeer, Michigan, 
shall be known and designated as the 
‘‘Turrill Post Office Building’’. 

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law, 
map, regulation, document, paper, or other 
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to 
be a reference to the ‘‘Turrill Post Office 
Building’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Missouri (Mr. CLAY) and the gentleman 
from California (Mr. ISSA) each will 
control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Missouri. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Missouri? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, as a member 

of the House Committee on Oversight 
and Government Reform, I’m pleased 
to join my colleague from California in 
the consideration of H.R. 4009, which 
names a postal facility in Lapeer, 
Michigan, after the Turrill family. 

H.R. 4009, which was introduced by 
Representative CANDICE MILLER on Oc-
tober 30, 2007, was reported from the 
oversight committee on November 11, 
2007, by voice vote. This measure, 
which has been cosponsored by 14 Mem-
bers, has the support of the entire 
Michigan congressional delegation. 

The Turrill family dates back to the 
earliest settlers in the Lapeer area. 
They are a strong representation of 
what Lapeer is founded upon and are 
remembered as honest, hardworking 
farmers and leaders within the commu-
nity. Dr. Miner Turrill arrived in 
Lapeer in 1832 and was the first post-
master of the county. When Lapeer was 
incorporated as a city in 1869, James 
Turrill was the first mayor. The City of 
Lapeer is historically touched by the 
efforts made by the Turrill family and 
their dedication as public servants. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge swift passage of 
this bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I, too, have 
reviewed the post office naming and 
find it to be one of the most thoughtful 
and merit-oriented namings that we 
have had in a long time. 

And with that, I yield 10 minutes to 
the gentlelady from Michigan (Mrs. 
MILLER), the author of this bill. 

b 1400 

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. I appre-
ciate the gentleman’s yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, as a representative in 
this House for the great community of 
Lapeer, Michigan, I rise in very, very 
strong support of this resolution to 
honor one of the founding families of 
this great community. Lapeer, Michi-

gan, is truly an all-American city. Its 
population is just under 10,000 people, 
and it serves as the county seat for the 
County of Lapeer. The community is 
located at the base of Michigan’s 
Thumb, and its heritage is deeply based 
in the agricultural tradition of Michi-
gan. In fact, it is home to mainly fam-
ily farms. Families have tilled the fer-
tile soil of this area since the commu-
nity’s founding, and today these farms 
continue to serve as an important part 
of our breadbasket in Michigan. The 
community has always been home to 
the pioneering spirit and the can-do at-
titude that exemplifies America. And 
no family represents the spirit of this 
great community more than the 
Turrill family. 

In 1832, 5 years before Michigan 
joined the Union as a State, Dr. Miner 
Turrill settled in Lapeer with his elder-
ly parents, and the Turrills became the 
third known family, actually, to settle 
in that area. Dr. Turrill and his family 
quickly became respected leaders in 
the community, and upon the opening 
of the Lapeer United States Post Office 
in 1833, Dr. Turrill became the area’s 
first postmaster. For that alone it is 
fitting that the Lapeer Post Office be 
named in their honor. But the Turrills 
gave back so much more to this fine 
community. 

During the Civil War, many members 
of the Turrill family served the cause 
of freedom on behalf of the Union. This 
included Captain J.H. Turrill, who 
made the ultimate sacrifice on behalf 
of the Union when he was killed in ac-
tion at Antietam in 1862. In fact, the 
Lapeer Post of the Grand Army of the 
Republic was named in his honor and 
served as a gathering point for all of 
the veterans of that conflict from the 
area. 

In 1869, Lapeer was incorporated as a 
city in Michigan, and the voters elect-
ed James Turrill to serve as the first 
mayor of this community. The Turrills 
continued throughout the years to pro-
vide leadership to this great commu-
nity, and they have been honored in 
many ways. Today you can drive on 
Turrill Avenue in Lapeer. Or you might 
live in Turrill Estates. And your chil-
dren might attend the Turrill Elemen-
tary School in the Lapeer community 
schools. The people of this community 
have always honored the dedication to 
community and the contributions 
made by the Turrill family. 

Earlier this year, Mr. Speaker, I con-
tacted the Lapeer County Historical 
Society, and I spoke to them about my 
desire to name the post office in Lapeer 
after a distinguished citizen from the 
community worthy of the honor. And I 
asked for their guidance and assistance 
on who was deserving of such an honor, 
and this was their response: 

‘‘The Lapeer County Historical Soci-
ety recommends that the Lapeer Post 
Office be named the Turrill Post Office. 
The Turrill family dates back to the 
earliest settlement in the Lapeer area. 
They have always been remembered as 
honest, hardworking farmers and lead-

ers of the Lapeer community . . . A 
committee was appointed and met on 
July 6 to review a 2-page list of names. 
Turrill was the unanimous choice.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, it is entirely appro-
priate that this House take this action 
today to honor one of the pioneering 
families in a great Michigan commu-
nity, a family that worked hard to give 
back to the community, a family that 
took a leadership role in shaping the 
community, earned its respect, and has 
a highly valued place in the history of 
Lapeer, Michigan. 

I want to thank the members of the 
Lapeer Historical Society for their as-
sistance and their guidance in this ef-
fort. And I thank the leadership today 
for bringing this legislation to the 
floor, and I will thank the Members of 
this House for their expected support 
in honoring this great family. And I 
certainly thank the members of the 
Turrill family who did so much to 
make Lapeer the wonderful community 
that it has become. 

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, I would like 
to urge my colleagues to adopt H.R. 
4009, and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
BLUMENAUER). The question is on the 
motion offered by the gentleman from 
Missouri (Mr. CLAY) that the House 
suspend the rules and pass the bill, 
H.R. 4009. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

NATIONAL CARDIOPULMONARY 
RESUSCITATION AND AUTO-
MATED EXTERNAL DEFIBRIL-
LATOR AWARENESS WEEK 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and agree to 
the concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 
215) supporting the designation of a 
week as ‘‘National Cardiopulmonary 
Resuscitation and Automated External 
Defibrillator Awareness Week,’’ as 
amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution. 

The text of the concurrent resolution 
is as follows: 

H. CON. RES. 215 

Whereas heart disease remains the leading 
cause of death in the United States; 

Whereas heart disease affects men, women, 
and children of every age and race in the 
United States, regardless of where they live; 

Whereas annually approximately 325,000 
coronary heart disease deaths occur out of 
hospital or in an emergency room; 

Whereas approximately 95 percent of sud-
den cardiac arrest victims die before arriving 
at the hospital; 

Whereas sudden cardiac arrest results from 
an abnormal heart rhythm in most adults; 

Whereas in 27.4 percent of cases of sudden 
cardiac arrest, the victim is located in a 
place other than a hospital and receives 
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